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PRESS RELEASE
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
The Lenawee County Health Department would like residents to be aware of the following
Executive Order signed by Governor Whitmer today, March 16, 2020:

Governor Whitmer Signs Executive Order Temporarily Closing Bars, Theaters,
Casinos, and Other Public Spaces; Limiting Restaurants to Delivery
and Carry-Out Orders
LANSING, Mich. -- Today, Governor Gretchen Whitmer signed Executive Order 2020-9, which
temporarily closes theaters, bars, and casinos, and limits restaurants to carry-out and delivery
orders.
Under Executive Order 2020-9, effective Monday, March 16 at 3:00pm, the following places of
public accommodation will be closed; restaurants, cafes, coffee houses, bars, taverns,
brewpubs, distilleries, clubs, movie theaters, casinos, indoor and outdoor performance venues,
gymnasiums, fitness centers, recreation centers, indoor sports facilities, indoor exercise
facilities, exercise studios, spas, libraries, museums, bingo halls, bowling alleys, skating rinks,
and similar recreation facilities.
This order does not restrict a place of business from offering food and beverage using delivery
service, window service, walk-up service, drive-through service, or drive-up service. Places of
public accommodation are encouraged to do so and use precautions to mitigate potential
transmission of COVID-19, including social distancing. Restaurants may allow five people
inside at a time to pick up orders, so long as they stay six feet apart from each other.
These restrictions do not apply to the following locations: office buildings, grocery stores,
markets, food pantries, pharmacies, drug stores, and providers of medical equipment and
supplies, health care facilities, residential care facilities, congregate care facilities, and juvenile
justice facilities, warehouse and distribution centers, and industrial and manufacturing
facilities.
Order restrictions will remain in place until Monday, March 30 at 11:59 pm.
“This disease is a challenge unlike any we’ve experienced in our lifetimes,” said Governor
Whitmer. “Fighting it will cause significant but temporary changes to our daily lives. By
practicing social distancing and taking aggressive action now, the state is working to mitigate
the spread of coronavirus so we reduce the risk that our health care system becomes
overwhelmed. This is about saving lives. Michiganders are tough and we are going to get
through this, but it will require everyone doing their part. That means making smart choices
and not putting yourself or others at risk by going out in public unless it is absolutely
necessary.”

“We need to move quickly to slow the spread of the virus and protect public health,” said Dr.
Joneigh Khaldun. “I realize these actions will present temporary changes to the way we live,
but they are critical to help ensure our health care system is prepared to treat those who need
the most urgent medical care.”
“This crisis will require business and labor working together to ensure that we are putting the
best interests of Michiganders first in order to protect public health,” said Jeff Donofrio,
Director of the Department of Labor and Economic Opportunity. “We understand that these
decisions will impact the way we do business, but the decisions we make now will allow us to
get our economy back on track sooner rather than later. We are putting measures in place to
help protect the employers, employees, and individuals that will be impacted.”
To mitigate the spread of COVID-19, Governors across the United States have begun
implementing similar measures in their states, including Jay Inslee (D-WA), Charlie Baker (RMA), and Tom Wolf (D-PA).
Patients with confirmed infection have reportedly had mild to severe respiratory illness with
symptoms of:
•
•
•

Fever
Cough
Shortness of breath

The best prevention for viruses, such as influenza, the common cold or COVID-19 is to:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

If you think you have been exposed to COVID-19, call your health care provider. If you
do not have a health care provider, call the nearest hospital.
Wash your hands often with soap and warm water for 20 seconds. If not available, use
hand sanitizer.
Avoid touching your eyes, nose, or mouth with unwashed hands.
Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or upper sleeve when coughing or
sneezing.
Avoid contact with people who are sick.
If you are sick, stay home, and avoid contact with others.
Replace handshakes with elbow bumps.
Stay at least 6 feet away from others when in a public setting.

Food service establishments with questions can contact Kasee Johnson at (517) 264-5219.
Questions about other public places can be directed to Cindy Merritt at (517) 264-5221.
See Lenaweehealthdepartment.org for the full text of the Executive Order.
Information around this outbreak is changing rapidly. The latest information is available at
Michigan.gov/Coronavirus and CDC.gov/Coronavirus.
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